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Abstact 
Immigration New Zealand’s policy on family reunification has impacted new arrivals coming into 
Aotearoa New Zealand from different countries. Close family members of migrants have now been 
forced to leave their family members behind and live in different countries. This also shows that 
Immigration New Zealand’s family reunification policy is not in line with the international guidelines 
and laws of family reunification practices. This paper examines new empirical evidence for the 
impact of family reunification and integration on migrant health and wellbeing, and discusses 
potential harm that can be caused to migrants living in Aotearoa New Zealand. It also provides the 
groundwork for a future study. Reunification outcomes are considered for both partners and 
children of new migrants. The paper concludes by addressing the implications for migrants as a 
result of the current Immigration New Zealand policies regulating family reunification. 
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